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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION AP- 
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(THE COMMISSION CONVENED AT 1000 HOURS.) 


COMMISSIONER 
Sop: 


Mr | Netiwres th. 


THE 0.X, W. 
GENERAL HANS ROETTIGER, a witness, took the stand and testi- 
fied as follows: 
mk 
COMMESSIONGR MCILWRAITH; Dr. Laternser, will you continue 
Caos — 
your/examination, 
i Cros- 
DIRBCT EXAMINATION - Resumed 
BY DR. LATERNSER;: 
Q General, a few more questions concerning Affidavit 15, USA Exhibit 
559, In the second paragraph, you state and I quote: "In accordance with 
orders, Jews, political commissars and agents were handed over to the SD 
for special treatment." What did you think at that time were the results 
of the handing over of these people to the SD? 
A We thought, at that time, that the people handed over to the SD 
would be punished according to their actions, there might be prison sentences 


and in instances of severe cases it might be the death sentence, 


Q You thought that there would be a trial or an investigation by the 
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A We supposed so, because among other things we also handed over German 
soldiers to the SD who had been sentenced to death by the court and later on 
they were pardoned, They were handed over to the SD for labor service in the 
SD. 

Q Did you ever attemot to find out the results of this handing over of 
prisoners? 

A That might have been in the fall or late winter of 1942 when my con- 
mander in chief, Colonel General Heinrici attempted to clear this question, 

Q And what woe the results of this? 

A According to the results of the investigation, the SD stated that the 
she swat handed over to the SD were treated according to their crimes, 

Q In your last paragraph, you mention the words "From highest authorities." 
What authority do you mean by that? 

A For us in the army, there was only one highest authority and that was 
the Fuehrer. 

Q Now, a few questions concerning Affidavit 16, USA Exhibit 560. In the 
first sentence you state the following and I quote: "During my period of service 
in 1942-43, as chief of staff of the 4th army of the Central Army Group, 

SD units were attached in the beginning, apparently for the purpose of counter- 
intelligence activity in front-line areas." You used the word "attached" what 
do you mean by that? 

A The word "attached" is a German army term used in connection with unite 


being attached to an organization. They were not under the jurisdiction of the 


organization, but were rather formally connected with it insofar as supplies, 


etc. were concerned, 4 





Tn 


07 


Roettinger. 


A Yes, 

Q Then you use the term "supposedly" and you state that these units 
were "supposedly" carrying out counter intelligence activities in the front 
line areas. Did the Sp units carry out those counter intelligence actions? 

A Yes, they did, 

Q You also stated in the next sentence that after a complaint by Field 
Marshal} von Kluge, these units were pulled back from the front line area, 
Is it not possible that there is a mistake there, since Field Marshalt von 
Kluge could not order these units to go back? 

A That which you say is correct, We could not do it, The only way it 
might be possible for us to do it was later on and then through the added 


weight of the commander in chief of the army group. By the result you can 


see that the weight of Field Marshal} von Kluge was sufficient. 


Q In the next sentence you say and I quote: "The reason for this first 
and foremost was that the excesses of the SD units by way of execution of Jews 
and other persons assumed such proportions as to threaten the security of the 
Army in its combat areas because of the aroused civilian populace." Within 
the area of the 4th aray /such large scale excesses carried out by the SD? 

A That occured later, 

Q General, I am asking you in connection with the previous sentence 
relative to the recall of these units by you in connection with the SD unit's 
excesses, I ask you during that time were there any such excesses in the 
area of the 4th army? 

A Yes, may I explain that? I want to say that the first four words 
of the sentence state it was clear and I know that in leter discussions I 


asked and I believe it was also done that the wordg "later" be included, That 
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is imoortant for the explanation I have presented, 

DR. KEMNPER; I see that the copy which Dr. Laternser has does 
not have the word "spaeter", which is on the original and which means 
later. 

DR, LATERNSER: Then I would like to find out if the word "later" 
is in the English translation as that is what is to be handed to the Tri- 
bunal. n 

MR. MCILWRAITH; / Do you mean the word "later" should be added? 

MR. RAPP; The word "later" should ie inserted so that it will 
read "It became clear later". It is not in the English translation or in 
the German copy, but it is in the German original. 

DR. LATERNSER; Then this document should be changed by the 
prosecution and the Document which is used for the Tribunal, 

MR. MCILWRAITH; Does the prosecution agree that after the words, 
"It became clear" the word "later" shall be added? 

DR, KEMENER; Yes, the correct copy was before the Tribunal with 
the word "later" in German, 

MR. MCILWRAITH; Let the witness explain. 

THE WITNESS; May I add that if I remember correctly, there were 
several other small rather important changes made in the document. 

DR, LATERNSER:; Now I have a few questions concerning this topic. 
What became known when you er your commander in chief asked that these SD 


units be recalled? 
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THE WITNESS; It was in March or the beginning of April, 1943, At 

that time an area was added to our army area which previously had not been 

within our region. This area west of Rosslawl was added to our army area 

automatically after the front lines had been retarded and later when the 

death area in the rear was increased. At that time I received reports that the 

SD in some villages within the area were carrying out arrest. I am not quite 

sure about all this anymore, but I am sure they were carrying out arrests and 

I am sure they were carr ing out deportations and they were supposed to have 

been carrying out shootings of some individual Jews, 

BY DR. LATERNSER; 

Q At that time did you hear there were mass executions or from the re- 
ports you received did you hear they were single executions, 

A No, the reports and investigations that we conducted thereupon did not 
show that there were mass executions, but rather single executions, 

Q During that investigation did you find out why these people were shot? 

A Wo, If I remember correctly we did not find out the reason. 

Q One other question in this connection. As far as you remember, how 
many shootings were there at that time? 

A It is hard for me to answer the question. I cannot say exactly.f£f I 
were to haw to name a number, I would have to say the maximum number was such 
and such, but I do want to point out that it is very hard for me to remember 
that. 

Q It would be rather interesting if the court could know how many persons 


were shot at that time. 
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A I want to add here that I stated before I cannot remember exactly 
whether or not there were shootings, because today I only remember arrests 
and deportations. If I had to say a number, I could only give it as far 
as I remember and I don't remember exactly, but I would say about fifty or 
maybe seventy five, I don't know exactly that was divided into quite a 
large area and through various villages, 

MR. MCILWRAITH; How can you give a number of shootings if you 
were not even sure that there were shootings? 

THE WITNESS: Mr. President, I don't know if I expressed myself 
correctly or not. I stated I was not sure as to the number or if there were 
any shootings and I mentioned the numbers of 50 or 75 and by that I mean the 
total of arrests, deportations and possible shootings. 

MR. MCILWRAITH; That number covers what months? 

THE WITNESS} That was just one case, 

MR. MCILWRAITH; You said 50 to 75 arrests, deportations and possible 
shootings for what period? 

THE WITNESS: At one time when we received the report. We did not 
receive any further reports for previous times or later reports, 

MR, MCILWRAITH; When did you receive this one report? 

THE WITNESS; I stated already, it was either the end of March or 
beginning of April in 1943, I am not sure of the exact time, 

DR. LATERNSER: General, I have here an affidavit dated July 11, 1946 
by your former commander in chief, Colonel General Von Heinrici. This is a 


sworn affidavit and it concerns itself with the same point on which you have 
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madé these previous statements. I want to read you one paragraph of this 
affidavit and maybe from this report you can remember a little more in detail 
the number of shootings, which were supposed to be carried out at that time. 
Colonel General Von Heinrici submits the following ....... 

DR. KEMPNER; There was a ruling last week that other people's affi- 
davits cannot be brought up in this procedure here. The witness should be 
asked only about the things he knows or does not know, but not what other 
people said in other connections about certain facts, 

DR. LATERNSER; Mr, Commissioner, I believe that the statement of 
Dr. Kempner is not quite correct. I was forbidden to present a new document 
before this commission, however, it was expressedly allowed by the commission 
that I, in order to refresh the memory of a witness, might read him excerpts 
of another affidavit, which I might later on introduce before the Tribunal. 
Up to now the rule of this commission, and this means the last part of the 
commission, allowed me to present up to now documents like this which were made 
a part of the record of the commission. I will give a specific example for 
this, 

MR. MCILWRAITH; I don't want an example. This is a very special 
BEEwRU procedure, which is confined to cross examining a witness on his 
affidavit, and it is not appropriate in this procedure to introduce ‘any. PIAN 
ments, but you can get exactly what you want by asking the witness questions 
from the wording of an affidavit without EB eee <4, 


DR. LATERNSER; Yes. General, I want to remind you of the following: 


A 


(Or 


maian loo 
Your chief, at that time, stated that the request to the SD units 
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was made becauee at that time it became generally known that the number 
of arrests were carried out and ~ execution and that he had requested the 
recall of this SD unit after he had heard of one shooting and he heard about 
it from you. Is it not possible that you are somewhat mistaken about the 
number of shootings at thet time. Is it possible that you added the number 
of shootings which occured later on to this period, even though at this time 
only one shooting was known, 

MR, MCILWRAITH: There is no need for the witness to answer the 
question. He has already stated he does not know there were any shootings. 

DR, LATERNSER: Would the number then have to be corrected? 

MR, MCILWRAITH:; Wo. The number was of the arrests, deportations 
and shootings, if any. 

DR. LATERNSER; If that cannot be misunderstood then of course I 


am quite content not to ask any more questions about this point. 


In the last sentence in your sworn affidavit 16, you state the 


following and I quote: "Although in general the special tasks of the SD 


units were well known and appeared to be carried out with the knowledge 
of the highest military authorities, we opposed these methods as far as 
possible, because of the danger which existed for our troops." You used 
the term "in general", What do you mean by that in connection with the 
special tasks of the SD being known? I am interested in what you mean 
by the words, "in general." 

THE WITNESS: By that 4a mean the group in general, the group 


within the high command who had to concern itself with this particular 


question, 
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Q Then you also state, “Although S&B in general the special tasks of 
the SD were well known." What do you understand by "special task?" Do 
you mean by that political examination behind the battle area or do you 
mean by that mass executions? 

A By “special tasks" I understand the same thing as wes used in the 
top of the document, "counter-intelligence." 

Q In other words, you don't mean mass executions? 

4 No = no mass executions, 

Q Then, you use in the sentence, the term "highest military authorities." 
Who do you mean by that? 

A As I stated before, there wae only one highest military authority, 
the Fuehrer. 

Q You also state that the activities of the SD,and I add in this con~ 
nection as far as they were against international law, were opposed as far 
as possible because of the danger which existed for our troops. Ts that 
the only reason that you opposed these SD units or if you can think back, 
you and your commander in chief wanted to keep up law and right in your 
area? 

A It was much to our interest to keep the laws and right within our 
area, as well as in the interests of humanity, As we were always very 
interested in carrying out decent Government policies against the population 


and parts of them were touched by this, We always attempted to establish 


good relations with the population. I want to refer back to Affidavit 15 
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the second part, to which I added more or less this explanation and that 
same thing is explained, 

DR, LATERNSER; As you have seen trond questioning concerning both 
these documents, both are rather misunderstandable, which is a very great dis- 
advantage to us. Did you draft these affidavits yourself or were they draf ted 
and handed to you after various discussions? 

THE WITNESS; They were presented to me, 

DR. LATERNSER; No further questions. 

MR. MCILWRAITH; Is there any SEBEE reeexamination? 

DR. KEMPNER: A very short one, 

BESEXAMINATION,. 

DR, KEMPNER; I don't know if I understood one of your answers 
quite correctly. That is why I must come back to it, In this affidavit, 
which you swore to under oath, you made very severe accusations against the 
SD, I am talking about the last statements in Affidavit 16. Do you 
remain with these accusations? 

THE WITNESS; In connection with that, I explained today the pro= 
cedure, I want to state now again what I thought I did on Saturday when I 
said that these two affidavits are the extracts, the condensing of longer 
discussions, At that time in the beginning of the interrogation, I mentioned 
the same examples that I mentioned today in answer to the questions of the 
defense concerning the SD and that was the basis for my accusations, 

DR. KEMPNER; Ie it correct to say that these people, whom you 
thought were only being used for counter intelligence work, were later on used 


for quite different work? 
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That is why I pointed out the word "later" before, 
That is why you wanted to get rid of these people? 
Yes, | 
When did you find out that this was a murder clique? 


We heard of these cases at the end of March and beginning of April, 


Q Thank you, that is all, 
MR. MCILWRAITH: We are now finished with this witness, that 
end of the hearing. 
(THE COMMISSION ADJOURNED AT 1105 HOURS.) 
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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 

OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION AP= 

POINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 

PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH l, OF THE ORDER OF THE - 

TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 196, 

29 July, 196. 
(THE COMMISSION CONVENED AT 1000 HOURS.) 
COMMISSIONER: 
Mre Mcllwraith. 
THE OoK.We 
GENERAL HANS ROLTTIGER, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 
COMMISSIONER MCILWRAITHs Dr, Laternser, will you continueyour 
examination. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION = Resumed 
BY DR. LATERNSIR: 
Qs General, a few more questions concerning Affidavit 15, USA Exhibit 559. 

In the second paragraph, you state and I quotes "In accordance with orders, 
Jak political comsissars and agents were handed over to the SD for special 
treatmente" What did you think at that time were the results of the handing over 


of these people to the SD? 


A. We thought, at that time, that the people handed over to the SD would 


be punished according to their actions, there might be prison sentences and in 
instances of severe cases it might be the death sentence, 
Qe You thought that there would be a trial or an investigation by the SD? 
Ae We supposed so, because among other things we also handed over German 
soldiers to the SD who had been sentenced to death by the court and later on 
they were pardoned. They were handed over to the SD for labor service in the SD, 


Qe Did you ever attempt to find out the results of this handing over of 


prisoners? 
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A. That might have been in the fall or late winter of 1942 when my come- 


age 


mander in chief, Colonel General Heinrici attempted to clear this questione 
Qe And what was the results of this? 
A. According to the results of the investigation, the SD stated that the 
persons who were handed over to the SD were treated according to their crimes, 
Qe In your last paragraph, you mention the words "From highest authorities." 
What authority do you mean by that? 
A. For us in the army, there was only one highest authority and that was 
the Fuehrer, 
ĝe Now, a few questions concerning Affidavit 16, USA Exhibit 560. in the 
first sentence you state the following and I quote: "During my period of service 
in 1942-43, as chief of staff of the lth army of the Central Army Group, SD units 
were attached in the beginning, apparently for the purpose of counter-intelligence 
activity in front-line areas." You used the word "attached" what do you mean by that? 
A. The word "attached" is a German army term used in connection with units 
being attached to an organization. They were not under the jurisdiction of the 


organization, but were rather formally connected with it insofar as supplies, 
etc. were concerned, 


A. Yes. 


Qe Then you use the term "supposedly" and you state that these units were 


"supposedly" carrying out counter intelligence activities in the front line areas, 


Did the SD units carry out those counter intelligence actions? 


A. Yes, they dide 
Qe You also stated in the next sentence that after a complaint by Field 
Marshall von Kluge, these units were pulled back from the front line area, 


Is it not possible that there is a mistake there, since Field Marshall von Kluge 
could not order these units to go back? 
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Ae That which you say is correcte We could not do ite The only way it 
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might be possible for us to do it wasg later on and then through the added weight 
of the commander in chief of the army groupe By the result you can see that the 


weight of Field Marshall von Kluge was sufficient. 


Qe In the next sentence you say and I quotes "The reason for this first 
and foremost was that the excesses of the SD units by way of execution of Jews 
and other persons assumed such proportions as to threaten the security of the Army 


in its combat areas because of the aroused civilian populace," Within the area 


of the lth army such large seale excesses carried out by the SD? 


A. That occured latere 


la General, I am asking you in connection with the previous sentence relative 
to the recall of these units by you in connection with the SD unit's excesses. I 
ask you during that time were there any such excesses in the area of the bth army? 
Ae Yes, may I explain that? I want to say that the first four words of 
the sentence state it was clear and I know that in later discussions I asked and 


I believe it was also done that the wordg "later" be includede That is important 


for the explanation I have presented, 


DR. KEMPNER: I see that the copy which Dr, Laternser has does not 
have the word "spaeter", which is on the original and which means later, 


DRe LATERNSERs Then I would like to find out if the word "later" is 


in the English translation as that is what is to be handed to the Bribunal, 


‘MR. MCILWRAITH: Do you mean the word "later" should be added? 


MR. RAPP: The word "later" should be inserted so that it will read 


"It became clear later", It is not in the English translation or in the German 


copy, but it is in the German original, 


DRe LATERNSERs Then this document should be changed by the prosecution 


and the Document which is used for the Tribunal, 
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MR. MCILWRAITH: Does the prosecution agree that after the words, "It 
became clear" the word "later" shall be added? 

DRe KEMPNER: Yes, the correct copy was before the Tribunal with the 
word "later" in German. 

MR. MCILWRAITHs Let the witness explains 

THE WITNESS; May I add that if I remember correctly, there were 
several other small rather important changes made in the documente 

Da. LATERNSER: Now I have a few questions concerning this topice 
What became known when your commander in chief asked that these SD units be recalled? 

THE WITNESS: It was in March or the beginning of April, 1913. At that 
time an area was added to our army area which previously had net been within our 
regione This area west of Rosslawl was added to our army area automatically after 
the front lines had been retarded and later when the death area in the rear was 
increased, At that time I received reports that the SD in some villages within 
the area were carrying out arrest. I am not quite sure about all this anymore, 
but I am sure they were carrying out arrests and I am sure they were carrying 


out deportations and they were supposed to have been carrying out shootings of 


some individual Jews. 
BY DR. LATERNSERs 

Q. At that time did you hear there were mass executions or from the reports 
you received did you hear they were single executions. 

A. No, the reports and investigations that we conducted thereupon did not 
show that there were mass executions, but rather single executions, 

Qe During that investigation did you find out why these people were shot? 


Ae No, if I remember correctly we did not find out the reasons 


Qe One other question in this connection, As far as you remember, how 


many shootings were there at that time? 
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Ae It is hard for me to answer the questione, I cannot say exactly, If I 
were tc have to name a number, I would have to say the maximum number was such 
and such, but I do want to point out that it is very hard for me to remember that, 
-Qe It would be rather interesting if the court could know how many persons 
were shot at that time, 

Ae I want to add here that I stated before I cannot remember exactly 
whether or not there were shootings, because today I only remember arrests and 
deportations, If I had to say a number, I could only give it as far as I 
remember and I don't remember exactly, but I would say about fifty or maybe 
seventy-five. I don't know exactly that was divided into quite a large area 
and through various villages, 

MRe MCILWRAITHs How ean you give a number of shootings if you were 
not even sure that there were shootings? 

THE WITNESS: Mr, President, I don't know if I expressed myself 
correctly or not, I stated I was not sure as to the number or if there were 
any shootings and I mentioned the numbers of 50 or 75 and by that I mean the 
total of arrests, deportations and possible shootings, 

MR. MCILWRAITH: That number covers what months? 

THE WITNESS: That was just one case, 

MRe MCILWRAITHs You said 50 to 75 arrests, 


deportations and possible 
shootings for what period? 

THE y E That was just one case, 

MR. MCILWRAITH: “ou said 50 to 75 arrests, deportations and possible 
shootings for what peried? 


THE WITNESS: 


At one time when we received the report. We did not 


receive any further feports for previous times or later reports. 


MR. MCILWRAITH: When did you receive this one report? 
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THE WITNESS: I stated already, it was either the end of March or 
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beginning of April in 1943. I am not sure of the exact time, 
DR. LATERNSERs General, I have here an affidavit dated July jl, 19h46 

by your former commander in chief, Colonel General Von Heinrici, This is a 
sworn affidavit and it concerns itself with the same point on mich you have 
made these previous statements, I want to read you one paragraph of this affi- 
davit and maybe from this report you can reneuber a little more in detail the 
number of shootings, which were supposed to be carried out at that time. Colonel 
General Von Heinrici submits the following cecceee 

Dr. KEMPNERs There was a ruling last week that other people's affi- 
davits cannot be brought up in this procedure here. The witness should be 
asked only about the things he knows or does not know, but not what other 
people said in other connections about certain facts. 

Dk. LATERNSER: Mr, Commissioner, I believe that the statement of 
Dr. Kempner is not quite correct. I was forbidden to present a new document 
before this commission, however, it was expressedly allowed by the commission 
that I, in order to refresh the memory of a witness, might read him excerpts 
of another affidavit, which I might later on introduce before the Tribunal. Up 
to now the rule of this commission, and this means the last part of the commission, 
allowed me to present up to now documents like this which were made a part of the 


record of the commission, I will give a specific example for thise 


MRe MCILWRAITHs I don't want an example. This is a very special 


procedure, which is confined to cross examining a witness on his affidavit and 
it is not appropriate in this procedure to introduce any documents, but you 


can get exactly what you want by asking the witness questions from the wording 
of an affidavit without approaching ite 
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DR. LATERNSER: Yes. General, I want to remind you of the following: 
Your commanding chief, at that time, stated that the request to the SD units 
was made because at that time it became generally known that the number of 
arrests were carried out and one execution and that he had requested the recall 
of this SD unit after he had heard of one shooting and he heard about it from 
youe Is it not possible that you are somewhat mistaken about the number of 
shootings at that time, Is it possible that you added the number of shootings 
which occured later on to this period, even though at this time only one shooting 
was knowne 
MRe MCILWRAITH: There is no need for the witness to answer the 
question. He has already stated he does not know there were any shootings. 
DR. LATERNSERs Would the number then have to be corrected? 
WR. MCILWRAITH: Noe The number was of the arrests, deportations 
and shootings, if any. 
DR. LATERNSER: If that cannot be misunderstood then of course I am 
quite content not to ask any more questions about this pointe 
in the last sentence in your sworn affidavit 16, you state the 
following and I quote: “Although in general the special tasks of the SD units 
were well known and appeared to be carried out with the knowledge of the highest 
military authorities, we opposed these methods as far as possible, because of the 
danger which existed for our troops," You used the term "in general," 
THE WITNESS: By that in mean the group in general, the group within 
the high command who had to concern itself with this particular question, 


Qe Then you also state, "Although in general the special tasks of the 


SD were well know." What do you understand by “special šake task?" Do you 


mean by that political examination behind the battle area or do you mean by that 


mass executions? 
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A. By “special tasks" I understand the same thing as was used in the top 
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of the document, "counter-intelligence," 

Qe In other words, you don't mean mass executions? 

Ae No =- no mass executions, 

Qe Then, you use in the sentence, the term "highest military authorities." 
Who do you mean by that? 

A. As I stated before, there was only one highest military authority, 
the Fuehrer. 

Qe You also state that the activities of the SD, and I add in this connection 
as far as they were against international law, were opposed as far as possible 
because of the danger which existed for our troops. Is that the only reason that 
you opposed these sD units or if you can think back, you and your commander in 


chief wanted to keep up law and right in your area? 


A. It was much to our interest to keep the laws and right within our area, 
\ 


as well as in the interests of humanity. As we were always very interested in 
carrying out decent Government policies against the population and parts of them 
were touched by this, We always attempted to establish good relations with the 
population. I want to refer back to Affidavit 15 the second part, to which I 
added more or less this explanation and that same thing is explained, 

DRe LATERNSER: As you have seen from questioning concerning both these 


documents, both are rather misunderstandable, which is a very great disadvantage 


to us. Did you draft these affidavits yourself or were they drafted and handed 
to you after various discussions? 

THE WITNESS: They were presented to me, 

DRe LATERNSER: “o further questions. 

MR. MCILWRAITH: Is there any Fo-ermmtnationd 

DRe KEMPNERs A very short Ones 
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RE-EXAMINATION 

DRe KiMPNER: I don’t know if I understood one of your answers quite 
correctly} That is why I must come back to it. In this affidavit, which you 
swore to under oath, you made very severe accusations against the SD, I am 
talking about the lest statements in Affidavit 16, Do you remain with these 
accusations? 

THE WITNESS: In connection with that, I explained today the procedure. 
I want to state now again what 1 thought I did on Saturday when I said that these 
two affidavits are the extracts, the condensing of longer discussions, At that 
time in the beginning of the interrogation, I mentioned the same examples that 
I mentioned today in answer to the questions of the defense concerning the SD 


and that was the basis for my accusations. 


DR. KEMPNER: Is it correct to say that these people, whom you thought 


were only being used for counter intelligence work, were later on used for quite 


different work? 
Ae That is why I pointed out the word "later" before. 


Q» That is why you wanted to get rid of these people? 
As Yes. 


Qe When did you find out that this was a murder clique? 


Ae We heard of these cases at the end of March and beginning of April, 19)3, 
Qe Thank you, that is all, 


MR. MCILWRAITH: We are now finished with this witness, that is the 
end of the hearing, 


(THE COMMISSION ADJOURNED AT 1115 HOURS.) 
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OFVICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIVOWY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION AP= 
POINTED BY THD INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH l4 OF THE ORDER OF Tk 
TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 19h6. 
29 July, 1966 
(THER COMMISSION CONVENED AT 1000 HOURS.) 
COMMISSIONER: 
Nre Neliwraith. 
THE OoK.We 
GENERAL HANS ROLTTIGMR, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 
COMMISSIONER MCILWRAITH: Dr. Laternser, will you continueyour 
examinations 
DIRECT EXAMINATION = Resumed 
BY DRe LATERNSIR: 
J. General, a few more questions concerning Affidavit 15, USA Rxhibit 559. 


In the second paragraph, you state and I quote: "In accordance with orders, 


Jews, political commissars and agents were handed over to the SD for special 


treatment." What did you think at that time were the results of the handing over 


of these people to the SD? 

A. We thought, at that time, that the people handed over to the SD would 
be punished according to their actions, there might be prison sentences and in 
instances of severe cases it might be the death sentence, 

.2e You thought that there would be a trial or an investigation by the 3D? 

Ae We supposed so, because among other things we also handed over German 
soldiers to the 5D who had been sentenced to death by the court and later on 
they were pardoned. They were handed over to the SD for labor service in the SD, 


2- Did you ever attempt te find out the results of this handing over of 
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Ae That might have been in the fall or late winter of 1942 when my com- 
mander in chief, Colonel General Heinrici attempted to clear this question, 
le And what was the results of this? 
Ae Aacording to the results of the investigation, the 5D stated that the 
persons who were handed over to the SD were treated according to their crimes. 
Qe In your last paragraph, you mention the words "from highest authorities." 
What authority do you mean by that? 
Ae For us in the army, there was only one highest authority and that was 
the Fuehrer. ‘ 
Qe Now, a few questions concerning Affidavit 16, USA Exhibit 560, In the 
first sentence you state the following and I quote: "During my period of service 
in 1942-43, as chief of staff of the lith army of the Central Army Group, SD units 
were attached in the beginning, apparently for the purpose of counter-intelligence 
activity in front-line areas." You used the word "attached" what do you mean by that? 
Ae The word "attached" is a German army term used in connection with unite 
being attached to an organization. They were not under the jurisdiction of the 
organization, but were rather formally connected with it insofar as supplies, 
etc. were concernede 


Ae Yes. 


le Then you use the term "supposedly" and you state that these units were 
"supposedly" carrying out counter intelligence activities in the front line aroase 
Did the 5D units carry out those counter intelligence actions? 

Ae Yes, they dide 

le You also stated in the next sentence that after a conplaint by Field 
Marshall von Kluge, these units were pulled back from the front line area, 


Ia it not possible that there is a mistake there, since Field Yarshall von Kluge 
could not order these units to go back? 
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Ae That which you say is correcte We could not do ite The only way it 
might be possible for us to do it was later on and then through the added weight 
of the commander in chief of the army group. By the result you can see that the 
weight of Pield Marshall von Kluge was sufficient, 

Qe In the next sentence you say and I quete; "The reason for this first 
and foremost was that the excesses of the SD units by way of execution of Jews 
and other persons assumed such proportions as to threaten the security of the Army 
in its combat areas because of the aroused civilian populace." Within the area 
of the kth army such large scale excesses carried out by the SD? 

A. That occured later, 

ie General, I am asking you in connection with the previous sentence relative 
to the recall of these units by you in connection with the SD unit's excesses. I 
ask you during that time were there any such excesses in the area of the kth army? 

Ae Yos, may Í explain. that? I want to say that the first four words of 
the sentence state it was clear and I know that in later discussions I asked and 
I believe it was also done that the wordg "later" be included, That is important 
for the explanation I have presented. 

De KEMPNERs I see that the copy which Dr. Laternser has does not 


have the word "spaeter", which is on the original and which means later. 


\ 


Die LATERNSER: Then I would like to find out if the word "later" is 


in the English translation as that is what is te be handed to the Trin m 


Mite MCILWRAITH3 Do you mean the word “later” should be added? 
Me RAPP: 


The word "later" should be inserted so that it will read 
"It became clear later", It is not in the änglish translation or in the Jerman 


copy, but it is in the German original, 


DRe LATERNSERs Then this document should be changed by the prosecution 
and the Document which is used for the Tribunal. 
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WR. MCILWRAITS: Does the prosecution agree that after the words, "it 


became clear" the word “later® shall be added? 

DRe KENPNER: Yes, the correct copy was before the Tribunal with the 
word "later" in German. 

Mie MOILARAITH: Let the witness explaine 

THS WITNESS: May I add that if I remember correctly, there were 
several other small rather important changes made in the document. 

Die LATERNSER: Now ïi have a few questions concerning this topic. 
What became known when your commander in chief asked that these SD units be recalled? 

THE WITNESS; It was in Karch or the beginning of April, 1943. At that 
. time an area was added to our army area which previously had not been within our 
regione This area west of liosslawl was added to our army area automatically after 
the front lines had been retarded and later when the death area in the rear was 
increased, At that time I received reports that the SD in some villages within 


the area were carrying out arreste I am not quite sure about all this anymore, 


but I am sure they were carrying out arrests and I am sure they were carrying 


out deportations and they were supposed to have been carrying out shootings of 


some individual Jense 
BY ORe LATHANSHRs 
Je At that time did you hear there were mass executions or from the apais 
you received did you hear they were single executionse 
Ae No, the reports and investigations that we conducted thereupon did not 
show that there were mass executions, but rather single executions, 
Se During that investigation did you find out why thèse people were shot? 
Ae Wo, if I remember correctly we did not find out the Treason. 
Ye One other question in this connection, As far as you remember, how 


many shootings were there at that time? 
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Ae It is hard for me to answer the question, I cannot say exactly. if I 

were to have to name a number, I would have to say the maximum number was such 

and such, but I do want to point out that it is very hard for me to remember that, 

Qe It would be rather interesting if the ccurt could know how many persons 
were shot at that tine, 

Ae I want to add here that I stated before I cannot remember exactly 
whether or not there were shootings, because today I only remember arrests and 
deportations, if I had to say a number, I could only give it as far as I 
remember and I don't remember exactly, but I would say about fifty or maybe 
seventy-five. I don't know exactly that was divided into quite a large area 
and through various villages. 

WR. MCILWRAITHs How can you give a number of shootings if you were 
not even sure that there were shootings? 

THE WITNESS: Mre President, I don't know if I expressed myself 
correctly or not. I stated I was not sure as to the number or if there wore 
any shootings and I mentioned the numbers of 50 or 75 and by that I mean the 
tetal of arrests, deportations and possible shootingse 

VR, MCILWRAITH: That number covers what months? 

THE WITNESS: That was just one casee 

VRe MCILYRAITH: You said 50 to 75 arrests, deportations and possible 


shootings for what period? 


THE WITNESS: That was just one case, 
MR. MCILWRATTH: tou said 50 to 75 arrests, deportations and possible 
shootings for what period? 


THA WITNESS: At one time when we received the reporte We did not 


receive any further teports for previous times or later reports. 


Mike MCILWRAITH: When did you receive this one report? 
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THE WITNESS; I stated already, it was either the end of March or 
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beginning of April in 1943e I am not sure of the exact time. 

DR. LATERNSER: General, I have here an affidavit dated July j1, 19h6 
by your former commander in chief, Colonel General Von Heinrici., This isa 
sworn affidavit and it concerns itself with the same point on mich you have 
made these previous statementse I want to read you one paragraph of this affi- 
davit and mayve from this report you can remember a little more in detail the 
number of shootings, which were supposed to be birioi out at that timee Colonel 
General Yon Heinrici submits the following e.sessoe 

DR. AGMPNER: There was a ruling last week that other people's affi- 
davits cannot be brought up in this procedure heree The witness should be 
asked only about the things he knows or does not know, but not what other 
people said in other connections about certain facts. 
Dit. LATCANSERs Mre Commissioner, I believe that the statement of 

Dre Kempner is not quite correct. I was forbidden to present a new document 
before this comission, however, it was expressedly allowed by the commission 
that I, in order to refresh the memory of a witness, might read him excerpts 
of another affidavit, which I might later on introduce before the Tribunal. Up 
to now the rule of this commission, and this means the last part of the commission, 
allowed me to present up to now documents like this which were made a part of the 
record of the commission. I will give a specific example for thigse 


WRe NCILWRAITH: I don't want an examplee This is a very special 


procedure, which is confined to cross examining a witness on his affidavit and 


it is not appropriate in this procedure to introduce any documents, but you 


can get exactly what you want by asking the witness questions from the wording 
of an affidavit without approaching ite 
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Dte LATERNSER:! Yes, General, I want to remind you of the following: 


Your commanding chief, at that time, stated that the request to the 5D units 
was made because at that time it became generally known that the number of 
arrests were carried out and one execution and that he had requested the recall 
of this 5D unit after he had heard of one shooting and he heard about it from 
youe Is it not possible that you are somewhat mistaken about the number of 
shootings at that time, Is it possible that you added the number of shootings 
which occured later on to this period, even though at this time only one shooting 
was known. 
“Re MCILWRALTH: There is no need for the witness to answer the 
question. Fe has already stated he does not know there were any shootings. 
DRe LATERNSERs Would the number then have to be corrected? 
WR. MCILWRAITHs Nee The number was of the arrests, deportations 
and shootings, if any, 
Dte LATENNSERt If that cannot be misunderstood then of course i am 
quite content not to ask any more questions about this pointe 
in the last sentence in your sworn affidavit 16, you state the 
following and I quote: "Although in general the special tasks of the SD units 
were well known and appeared to be carried out with the knowledge of the highest 
military authorities, we opposed these methods as far as possible, because of the 
danger which existed for our troops.” You used the term "in general." 
THE WITNESS: By that in mean the group in general, the group within 
the high command whe had to concern itself with this particular question, 
Qe Then you also state, "Although in general the special tasks of the 
SD were well known." What do you understand by "special mts task?" Do you 
mean by that political examination behind the battle area or do you mean by that 


mass executions! 
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Ae By “special tasks" I understand the same thing ss was used in the top 
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of the document, "counter-intelliyencee"” 

Qe in other words, you don't mean mass executions? 

Ae Ho ~ no mass executions, 

Qe Then, you use in the sentence, the term "highest military authorities." 
Who do you mean by that? 

Ae As I stated before, there was only one highest military authority, 
the Fuehrere 

Qe You also state that the activities of the SD, and I add im this connection 
as far as they were against international law, were opposed as far as possible 
because of the danger which existed for our troopse is that the only reason that 
you opposed these sD units or if you can think back, you and your commander in 
chief wanted to keep up law and right in your area? 

Ae It was much to our interest to keep the laws and right within our area, 
as well as in the interests of humanity. As we were always very interested in 
carrying out decent Government policies against the population and parts of them 
were touched by this. We always attempted to establish good relations with the 
populations, I want te refer back to Affidavit 15 the second part, to which I 
added more or less this explanation and that same thing is explained. 


Dike LATSRNSERs As you have seen from questioning concerning both these 


documents, both are rather misunderstandable, which is a very great disadvantage 


to us. Did you draft these affidavits yourself or were they drafted and handed 
to you after various discussions? 

THE WITNESS: They were presented to me e 

DRe LATERNSER: "o further questions. 

Re MUILWRALTH: Is there any re-examination? 


Die KiMPNE: A very short one, 
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RE-EXAMINATION 

Dit. KEMPNOR: I don't know if I understood one of your answers quite 
correctly} ‘That is why I must come back to it. In this affidavit, which you 
swore to under oath, you made very severe accusations against the SD. I am 
talking about the last statements in Affidavit 16, Do you remain with these 
accusations? 

THE WITNSSS: In connection with that, I explained today the procedure. 
I want to state now again what I thought I did on Saturday when I said that these 
two affidavits are the extracts, the condensing of longer discussions. At that 
time in the beginning of the interrogation, I mentioned the same examples that 
I mentioned today in answer to the questions of the defense concerning the SD 
and that was the basis for my accusations. 

DRe KEMPNSR: Is it correct to say that these people, whom you thought 
were only being used for counter intelligence work, were later on used for quite 


different work? 


A, That is why I pointed out the word "later" before, 
Qe That is why you wanted to get rid of these people? 
he Yese 
When did you find out that this was a murder clique? 
fe heard of these cases at the end of March and beginning of April, 1943. 
Thank you, that is all. 
WR. MCILWRAITHs We are now finished with this witness, that is the 


end of the hearings 


(THE COMMISSION ADJOURNED AT 1115 HOURS.) 
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OFFICLiL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR ` THE 
DEFENSE CF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFA 
COIMMSSION APPOINTED BY THE INTERN. TOM 
MILITARY TRIBUNAL URSUANT TO FARAGRADH 
OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DiTEI TIRGI 1966 
29 July, 196. 
(THE COMMISSION CONVENED AT 1000 HOURS ») 
COMMISSIONER: 
Mro IeDe McIlwraithe 
THE OK. ji76 
GENERAL HANS ROETTIGI, a witness, took the stand and testified as follow: 
MMe MCIUMAITH: Dre Leternser, will you continue your cross cxaminatione 
CROSS EXVTTINATICN =- Resumec 
BY DR. L.TERNSER: 

Q General, a few more questicns concerning Affidavit 15, USA Exhibit 559. 
In the sccond paragraph, you state an I quotes "In accordance vith orders, 
Jews, politiéel comissars and agents were handed over to the SD for special 
treatrente’ What dic you think at that time were the results 
over of these peo-le tothe SD? 

A We thought, at that time, tha people handed over to theSD would be 
punished according to their actions » there night be prison sentences and in 
instances of severe cases it might be the death sentence, 

Q You thought that there woul: a trial or an investigztion by the SD? 

A We supposed SO, because among other things we also handed over German 
soldiers to the SD wo had been senten o death by the court and later on 
they were pardonede They were handed over to the SD for labor service in the 
SDe 

Q Bid you ever attempt to find out the results of this hancing over of 
prisoners? 

À That might have been in the fall or late winte ea ny 
commander in chief, Colonel Gmneral Heinrici, attempted to clear this questione 

Q And what wre the results cf this? 

A According to the results of the investigation, the SD stated that the 
persons who were handed over tothe SD were treated according totheir crimes, 

Q In your last paracraph, you mention the words "Prom hi: chest 


authoritiese" Ihat authority do you mean by that? 
3568 
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à For us in the army, there was only one highest authority and that 
was the Fuchrer.e 

Q Now, a few questions concerning Affidavit 16, USA Exhibit 560. In 
the first sentence you state the following and I quote: "During my period of 
service in 192-3, as chief of staff of the hth army of the Central Arny 
Group, SD units were attached in the beginning „apparently for the purpose of 
counter-intelligence activity in front-line arease™ You used the word 
"attached" what do you mean by that? 

A The word "attached" is a Gorman Army term used in connection with units 


being attached to an organization, They were not under the jurisdiction of 


the organization, but were rather ° cially connected with it insofar as 


supplies, etce were concerned. 
A YoSe 

Q Then you use the term "supposedly" and you state that these units 

"supposedly" carrying out counter intelligence activities in the front 

arease Did the SD units carry out those counter intelligence actions? 

A Yes, they did 

Q You also s tated’ in the next. sentence that after ac omplaint by Ficld 
Marshal von Kluge, these units were pujled back from the front line area. Is 
it not possible that there is a mistake there » Since Field Marshal von Kluge 
could not order these units to co back? 

A That which you say is correct. We could not do ite The only way it 
might be possible for us to do it was later on and then thr ough the added 
weight of the comnander-in-chief of the army groupe By the result you can 
see thet the weight of Field lfarshal von Kluge was sufficient. 

.Q In the next sentence you say and I quote: "The reason for this first 
and foremost was that the excesses of the SD units by way of execution of Jews 
and other persons assumed such proportions as to threaten the security of the 
Army in its corbat areas because of the aroused civilian populace" Within 
the area of the hth army were such larre scale excesses carricd cut by the SD? 

A That occurred Later, 

Q General, I an asking you in connection with the previous sentence 
relative to the recall of these units by you in connection with the SD unit's 
excesses I ask you during that timc there were there any such excesses in 
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the arca of the hth army? 
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A Yes, may I explain that? I want tos ay that the first fourvrds 
of the sentence state it was clear and I know that in later discussions I aske 
and I believe it was also done thet the words "later" be included. That 
is important for the explanation I have presented. 

Dre KEMPNERs I sce that the copy which Dre Laternser has does not have 
the word "spaeter", which is on the original and which means latere 

Dre LiTERNSERs Then I would like to find out if the word "later" is in 
the English translation as that is what is to be handed tothe Tribunale 

Re MEIDIRAITH: Where do you mean the word "Later" should te adced? 


IM. RAPD: The word "later" should be inserted so that it will read 


ear later." I+ is not the English t ranslaticon or in the 


jorman copy, but it is in the German original. 

DRe L.TERNSER: Then this document should be changed by the prosecuti 

the Document which is used for the Tribunal. 

Me MCIOQMAITHs Docs the prosecution agree that after the words "It 
became clear" the word "later" shall be added? 

DRe KEITNERs Yes, the correct copy was before the Tribunal with the 
word "later" in Germane 

Re MIVRAITH: 

S: May I acd that if I remember correctly, there w 

several other small mther important changes made in the documente 

DReL.TERNSGRs Now I ha a few questions concerning this topics Yhat 


became known when you or your commander-in-chief ked that these SD units 


WITNESS: It was in March or the beginning 
time an area was added to o army arca which provi 
our regicne This arca west of Nosslawl was added 
aubonatically after the front lines had been retarded and later when the 
jeath area in the rear was increased. At that tine I received reports that 
the SD in some villages within the area were carrying out arreste I an not 
quite sure about all this anynore, but I am sure they were carrying cut 


arrgsts and I am sure they were carrying cut deportations and thoy were 


supposed to have been carrying; out shootings of sore individual Jcwse 
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BY DR. LiTERNSER: 

Q At that time did you hear there wore mass executions or fron the 
reports you received did you hear they were Single executi ons? 

A No, the reports and investigations that we conducted thereupon did not 
show that there were mass executions, but rather single executi cns. 

Q During that investigation did you find cut why these people were shot? 

A No, If I remember correct]-- ve did not find out the reasons 

Q One other question in this connection. As far as you remenber, how me 


shootings were there at that time? 


-- It is hard for re to answer the questions I cannot say exactly. If 


I were to have to name a nunber, I would have to say the maximun number was such 
and such, but I do want to point out that it is very hard for me to r enenber 
thate 

Q It would be ratheriinteresting if the court could lmow haw many 
Fersons were shot at that tince 

A I want to add here that I stated before I camot remember exactly 
whether or not there were otings, because today I only remember arrests 
anc. deportations. If I had to say a nuber, I couldonly give it as far as 
I remember and I do emenoer exactly, but I would say about fifty or maybe 
seventy fivee I don't know exactly that was divided into quite a large area 
and through various villages. 

IR. MCILWRAITH: How can you give a number of shootings if you 
even sure that there were shootings? 

THE WITNESS: Mr. Presider I don't know if I expressed myself 
correctly or note I stated I was not sure as tothe number or if there 
were, any shootings and I menticned the numbers of 50 or 75 and by that I 
mean the total of arrests, deportations and possible sho otingse 

TRe MCILIRAITH: That number covers what months? 

THE WITNESS: 

Tie MCILRAITH: You said 50 to 75 arrests, deportations and possible 
shootings for what period? 

TE WITNESS: At one time when we received the reporte ‘Je did not 


reccive any further reports for previous times or later reports. 
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MRe MCIDRAITH: When did you receive this one report? 
THE WITN : ] a r i 

fITNESS: I stated already, itwas either the end of larch or 


beginning of April in 193. I am not sure of the exact tincs 


General, I have here an affidavit dated July 11, 1946 
N 3 


he 
®) Vo Y > YN, ce i hi 
by your former commander in chief, Colonel General von Heinricie This is a 


sworn affidavit and it concerns itselfwith the sane no®nt on which you have 
3 JIL WILLCIL Y nave 
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made these previous statementse I want to read you one paragraph of this 
affidavit and amybe from this report you can remember a little more in detail 
the number of shoctings, which were supp:sed to be carried out at that time. 
Colonel General Von Heinrici submits the follcwing oeeo 

DR. KE“:NER: There was a ruling last week that tbher people's affidavi' 
cannot be brought up in this procedure here, The witness should be asked 
only about the things he knowa or ddes not know, but not what other people 
said in other connections about certain facts. 

DR. LaTERNSER$ Nre Commissioner, I believe that the statement of 
Dre Kempner is not quite correct, I was forbidden to present a new document 
befcre this commission, however, it was expressedly allowed by the commission 
that I, in orcer to refresh the memory of a witness, might read him excerpts 
of another affidavit, which I might later on introcuee before the Tribunal. 
Up to now, the rule of this commission, anc this means the last part of the 
commission, allowed me to present up to new documents like this which were 
made a part of the record of the = mission, I will give a specific example 
for thise 

Mile MCILLWRAITHs I con't want an example. This i very special 
procedure, which is confined to cross examining a witness on his affidavit, 
anc. it is not appropriate in this .rocedure te introduce new documents, 
but you can zet exactly what you want by asking the witness questions from 
the working of an affidavit without quoting iv. 

OR. LaTERNSER: Yes. General, I want to remind you of the following : 
Your Commander-in-Chicf, at that time, stated that the request to the SD 
units was made because at that timc, it became generally known that the 
nuber of arrests were carried out and one executicn and that he had reques- 
ted the recall of this SD unit after he hac heard cf one shocting and he hear 
about it from youe I$ it not possible that you are somewhat mistaken about 
the nuber of shoctinss at that tine. Is it possible that you adced the 
nuuber of sho. tints which occured later on to this, eriod, even thcuch at 
this time only one shoctins was known. 

Mte MCILLWiwITH: There is no need for the witness to answer the quest 
He has already stated he does not know there were any shootings. 
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DR. LATERNSER} Would the number thén have to be corrected ? 

MR. MCIL'.RaITH: Noe The number was of the arrests, (eportatio 
ani shootings , if any. 

DRe LATERNSER: If that cannot be misunderstood then of course 
quite content not to ask any more ,uestions about this point. 

In the last sentence in your sworn affivavit 16 you state the followi: 
and I quote ilthouszh in ceneral the special tasks of the SD units wers we 
known and appeared tc be carried out with the knowledge cf the highest 
military authorities, we opposed these methcds as far as possible, because 
of the danger which existed for our trcoopse" You used the term "in general" 
What do you mean by that in connection with the special tasks of the SD 
being known ? I am interested in what you mean by the words, "in general", 

WITNESS? By that I mean the group in gencral; the croup within the 
hih command who had to concern ttself with this particular question. 

wu als: state, "Although in senerel the specia 
were well known," what do you undcerstan: by "special 
mean by that political examination behind the battle area or co you mean 
by that mass executions ? 

By "Special tasks" I understand the same thing as was used in the 

of the document, "countereIntellizence", 

In other wrds, you dontt mean mass executions? 

Noy no mass executions. 

Then, you use in the sentence, the term "highest military authorities! 

that ? 

Ae as I stated before, there was only one highest military auth. rity, th 
Fuechrer, 

Qe You also state that the activitizs of the SD, and I add in this connec 
tion as far as they were against international law, were ojj 
possible because of the danger which existed for cur triopse Is that the 
only reason that you opposed these SD units or if y.u can think back, you 


and your commancer in chief wanted to kee p up law and richt in your area ? 
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Ae It was much to our interest to keep the laws and right within our area 
aS well as in the interests of humanity. As we were always very interested 
in carrying cut decent Government policies against the population and parts 
of them were touched by this, We always attempted tc establish good relati 
with the population. I want to refer back to Affidavit 15 the second 
part to which I added more or less this explanation and that same thing is 
explained, 

DRe LATERNER: ás you have seen from my questicning concerning bcth 
these documents both are rather musunderstancable, which is a very great 
disadvantage to uSe DiJ you draft these affidavits yourself or were they 
drafted anchandec to you after vari:us discussions ? 

THE WIDWESSs They were presented to mee 

LaTERNSER: No further aquesti onse 
MCILLWRAITH$ Is there any re-examination ? 


KEMINERs A very short one, 


RESE VINA TION 

DRe KEMINERe I don't know if I understood one of your answers quite 
correctlye That is why I must come back to it. In this affidavit, which 
you swore to uncer cath, you mace very severe accusations against the SD, 
I am talking about the last statements of Affidavit 16. Do you remain with 
these accusations ? 

WITNESS: In connection with that, I explained today the procccuree 
I want to state how again what I thought I cid no Saturday when I said that 
these two affidavits are the extracts, the condensing of longer discussions, 
At that time in the beginning of the interrozation, I mentioned the same 
examples that I mentioned today in answer to the questions of the defense 
concerning the SD an2 that was the basis for my accusations, 

DRe KEMINER: Is it correct to say that these people, whom you thought 
were only being used for counter intedlizence work, were later on used fcr 


quite different work ? 
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see a INQ 


That is why I pointed cut the word "la ter! before, 


Phat is why you wanted ti get ric of these peo le ? 
Yese 
When did you finc out that this was a murder clique ? 


We heard of these cases at the end cf March ang be¢innine cf april, 


Thank you, that is ally 
MRe MCILLWRIATHs We are now finished with this witness, that is the 
of the hearings 


(The Commission adjourned at 1105) 


The foregoing is a true and ccrrect transcript of the testimony 


of GENERAL HANS ROETTINGER, taken on 29 July 1946 
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